You Get What You Preach! 

Matt 16:17-20 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. ESV

Rom 10:13-17 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 14 But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Our text in the 16th chapter of Matthew and its companion passage in the 18th chapter is probably one of the most abused, misused, and least understood passages in churches that are called Pentecostal.  I’m referring specifically to the words of Christ to Peter and the disciples that “whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  These scriptures have been taken by those who preach the so-called “prosperity gospel” and turned into something that God never meant by uttering them.  You know the prosperity gospel preachers – those who preach that if everyone is not millionaires, then you are cursed by God and yet the only one who seems to be getting rich are the preachers themselves.  They take this scripture and say, “just loose your finances and they will be blessed mightily and loose them to be in the millions and bind up your debt” and if you say, “I bind my debt and loose my finances” and yet nothing happens, they just shrug and say, “you must not have enough faith.”  God deliver us from such spiritual stupidity!  

A close kin, if not kissing cousins, to the prosperity gospel freaks are those of the “blab it and grab it crowd” – sometimes affectionately referred to by their other name, “name it and claim it.”  They take these scriptures and say that if you will name and claim something in Jesus’ name – usually something to do with prosperity such as a new car or a huge house – that God will be forced to bless you.  Again, if nothing happens, then they place the blame on you:  you must not have had good enough faith. 

Lest I be misunderstood, today, I believe that God wants His people to be financially blessed and I believe that you need to pray for things that you need and there is power in the name of Jesus.  But the mistake that these people make are twofold:  first of all they are saying that all you have to do to be blessed financially or materialistically is this blab game and they are ignoring hundreds – even thousands – of scriptures that talk with us about our attitude and our practical handling of our money.  God wants to financially bless you but it will take more than just wishful thinking and positive articulation for it to happen.  You need to start with the proper attitude toward your money, as in, “God, my life is yours and I want your will for my life, whatever that means financially.”  Then you need to start with being obedient to the commands of paying your tithes and offering – every promise financially in the Bible is written to people who were faithful and consistent with tithes and offerings.  And then you need to handle your 90% with Biblical principles in mind – not getting over your head in debt and making better financial decisions.  

Secondly, you need to stick with such principles for long enough to see the difference.  Just saying something, poof, one time, in matters of lifestyle is not going to bring dramatic change – you’ve got to stick with it for an extended period of time.  This isn’t popular preaching and everybody wants the quick fix, but bluntly put, their blab method doesn’t work and what I just quickly laid out before you never fails!  The Word of God is powerful if rightfully and correctly implemented!  

______________________________________________________________________

Let’s seek to understand what Jesus meant by those words in our text and seek to understand them in light of the context that they occurred.  First, let us note that both times that Jesus said that “whatever you bind on earth, it will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth, it will be loosed on heaven,” He was speaking directly to the closest disciples, those who would be the preachers in the coming era of Grace.  He never told this phrase to the crowds of believers, but always to those whom would one day lead and preach to the believers.  That is not to say that I don’t believe that these words can apply to the average believer, but that in context we must first literally understand these words as being spoken from Jesus to those who would preach His word.

Secondly, let us note that these terms and instructions do not mean that you can ignore truth or change God’s will and power one bit.  Your actions cannot twist God’s arm to change things as to what are right and wrong or absolutes.  You could say, “I bind up God Almighty to be weak and inefficient” and you can say those words on earth until you are blue in the face and out of breath, and the only effect those words have in heaven is to make you appear as a fool to the angels there.  God is sovereign and any interpretation that says that you can change God by saying anything on earth is foolishness of the highest sort.  Furthermore, they do not mean that you can pick and choose to receive some of what God has said and ignore others.  All of the Word of God is truth whether we believe it or not and whether we acknowledge them or not, we will give an account as to whether we acted and obeyed them.      

What these scriptures mean is that everything that God has promised is theoretically available for everyone on earth.  I believe that – we live in the era of Grace where the heavens are opened and available for us here on earth, and where there is no distinction between Gentile or Jew, male or female, rich or poor when it comes to spiritual blessings.  But what Jesus was teaching is that despite this great truth, what preachers choose to preach determines much in what people can receive.  It is not that everything that God has promised is not readily available and freely given – it is – but that there is an element that whether people can believe and receive those things is largely determined by the mindset and scope and vision of the preacher to which they regularly submit and heed.  

Before you tune me out, think of how all of these principles of our texts work together.  Our other text in the book of Romans told us:

Rom 10:13-17 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 14 But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. ESV

Notice a great truth here:  people cannot be saved or receive anything from God unless they first have faith to receive it.  And the only way that they can have faith to receive anything is that someone first preaches to them about it that they can receive it.  And the Apostle said, if nobody is sent to preach, then the world is in a desperate place spiritually because they cannot receive all that God has for them.  Truly, “faith comes by hearing and hearing through the word of Christ” and so, in context, Paul is talking about the “preached word of Christ.”  If nobody preaches that you can receive the good things of God, then all of those things may be freely made available in heaven, but they will be bound up and unavailable because of what has transpired on earth.  

So, to return to our text, what Jesus meant was that the disciples who would preach would have a great responsibility.  He told Peter and the others:

Matt 16:19-20 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. ESV

What Jesus was saying was basically – and catch it – is that “you disciples who will preach the Gospel, you have the keys to unlocking and making available to the people the treasures of heaven.”  For the heavens to be loosed and all good things to be available to be received, the preachers must be willing to loose it on earth by preaching it!  And if there is something that the preachers do not preach, then those things will be unavailable to the people because they will not have faith to receive it.  The last verse fits with this perfectly:  Jesus did not yet want the crowds to know that He was the Messiah, so He charged the disciples not to loose that fact by preaching it until He gave the okay.  Had they preached it, the people would have grasped that fact by the droves.  You get what you preach!    

This does not mean that a preacher can pick and choose what he preaches – Jesus is the Messiah, whether or not the disciples proclaimed it or not.  But what it means is that what the people can receive in revelation and in experience and in blessing from heaven is dependent upon whether or not the preacher will preach it and proclaim it.  It is easily summed up in the trite phrase, “You get what you preach!”  If a preacher preaches that the people can only have limited blessings, then as long as those people listen to him and submit to him and go to that church, they will only be able to receive limited blessings.  If a preacher preaches that the Holy Ghost is not for us today, then in that church, people will not receive the Holy Ghost.  Ditto for a preacher preaching that he isn’t sure if God does miracles or not.  When he binds those things on earth, they are bound in heaven for those people because God will not circumvent the preacher in their life.

What this means for you is that you’d better choose a church and a preacher carefully!  Because their walk with God and the limit of their faith and what they preach and don’t preach will limit what you can receive and what is possible for you to receive in Christ!  And, in case you’re wondering, I want to be a preacher that declares the full counsel of the Word of God so that you can receive everything that God has for you!  If I’m going to get what I preach, then I want to preach the full measure of heaven!  

______________________________________________________________________

Now, let me loose some things on earth so that the heavens are available to you!  If you get what you preach, then I want to preach to you and unlock the very first thing that Peter and the Disciples preached and opened for the people:

I loose the ability to receive the Holy Spirit in this church!

I want to declare authoritatively and very surely that the Holy Spirit has been poured out and it is for you today and if you have believed on Christ, as the scriptures have said, you should receive it!  Peter declared that:

Acts 2:39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." ESV

Our God is still calling and the Holy Spirit is still being poured out and it still comes with the evidence of God causing a person to speak in tongues as His Spirit gives the utterance!  That means that when you receive the Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit will move through you and cause you to speak forth the praises of God in a language that you have never studies and one that you do not understand.  The tongues are not the Holy Spirit, but they are the “sound thereof” of being born again of the Spirit and the intial sign that the Spirit has come into a person’s life.  That’s what the disciples taught and loosed and that is what I will preach also!  If it was in order in Peter and James and John’s church – if it was in order in the original church that Jesus Christ came to establish – then let it be in order in our church also! 

Read Billy Graham’s book on the Holy Spirit and you will find a bunch of pages spent explaining away some solid scriptural truths.  Billy Graham does not believe as Peter and the original disciples did.  He does not believe that a person needs to receive the Holy Spirit to be saved.  But turn to the final chapter of his book, and you will find a section where he says, “I have stated what I believe, but let me also admit that these other scriptures are in the Bible” and the scriptures that he gives are Acts chapters 2, 8, 10, and 19 – the chapters where people in the Bible actually received the gift of the Holy Spirit and he notes that it always came with the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance.  And there, Dr. Graham makes what to me is an astounding statement for him to admit.  He says something like, “I have been in churches where the people were taught to expect to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, and in those churches where it has been preached, people receive the gift of the Holy Spirit easily.  It’s real because I have personally laid my hands upon people and seen them receive the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues.”  I just do not preach it because it does not fall in line with traditional __________ (you feel in the blank of the denominational church here) teaching.”  

Dr. Graham, it may not fall in line with traditional doctrinal teaching, but it certainly falls in line with traditional Biblical and Apostolic teaching as per the book of Acts.  In the early Apostolic church – the original church – every time someone was converted and born again, they were born again of the water and the of the Spirit and that means that they believed that Christ was the Messiah, they repented of their sins, they were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ by complete immersion, and they received the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues.  We see this pattern repeated in the Jews (Acts 2), Samaritans (Acts 8), Gentiles (Acts 10) and even in believers who had never heard such a thing preached before.  In fact it might be good to look at that last case more carefully:


Acts 19:1-7 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They said, "Into John's baptism." 4 And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. ESV      

Those who would skip the book of Acts as for their salvation model, need to remember that the Epistles are letters to churches full of members who had already followed this pattern, and that this story reveals to us what a typical conversion pattern when the Apostle Paul dealt with people one on one.  These disciples had believed but to the Apostle Paul that was not enough, they needed to receive the Holy Spirit also.  And for him to ask the question, obviously, just saying you believe in Christ does not mean that you have received the Holy Spirit.  And when they had not heard that they could receive the Holy Spirit or even heard of the promise of such, Paul immediately questioned them as to their baptism.  It turned out they had not heard nor been baptized in the name of Jesus either and so Paul rebaptized them in the name of Jesus and then promptly prayed for them to receive the Holy Spirit.  The point is that they had not been baptized in the name of Jesus and they had not received the Holy Spirit because they had never had it preached to them that they could or should do such things.  But when Paul loosed such things in their life by preaching it, they responded and received it!  Truly, you get what you preach, and might I add – you receive what you respond to when further truth is revealed to you in preaching!  Even if you’ve never heard it before, this is Apostolic and Biblical truth:  the Holy Spirit is for you today!  

You need the Holy Spirit because it is impossible to live for God wholeheartedly without it.  This is not an instant cure all, quick fix, but it is a life-long cure.  You don’t get good to get God, you get God to get good – goes the old saying – and never has that been more true than the Holy Spirit.  Oh, it makes an immediate difference because it begins to work in your life.  The Bible says that it is the power to be witnesses – literally in the Greek, martyrs – and so the Holy Spirit comes to give us the ability to die out to our will and to submit fully to God’s will for our life.  And there is a great empowerment in His will being done above all else.  

But the greatest work of the Holy Spirit is the fact that it works every day to bring you closer to what you should be.  It will lead and guide you into all truth – and show you the need for seeking after all of what God has for you.  It will bring back to remembrance what you have learned, when you need it.  It will give you the power to act as Jesus did and to have faith to be His hands and His feet.  It comes, Jesus said, “to reprove us of sin” – that is to convict us and identify of things in our life that maybe we never even realized was hurting us and our walk with God and against the things of God.  The Holy Spirit brings special revelation so that the deep things of God that we could not understand or grasp, now we can understand and even apply them to our lives.  And, just as important, the Holy Spirit brings a joy for living for God that can come no other way.  Truly the kingdom of God is not meat or drink, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit!  The Holy Spirit comes to work on you so that you will live righteously – so that you will live right before God.  It comes to bring peace in your life, both between you and God and between you and the people in your life by changing your mindset to one like Christ.  And it brings with it a great joy that cannot be possessed any other way!  Oh, I loose it today – it’s always in order for someone to receive the Holy Spirit in our church!  The Apostle Paul said later in his letter to the church in Corinth, “forbid not to speak in tongues,” and I think I’ll go with the Apostle Paul over Billy Graham or any other modern voice.  Let this church be Apostolic:  the Holy Spirit is for you and I today!  

If you get what you preach, then I preach the Holy Spirit!  May we not only receive it, but may it have its free course and will in every service!  And may we not get so locked down into an agenda that we don’t have time for it to minister and move!  Without the constant moving and working of the Holy Spirit in a church, it becomes a dead and stagnant religion and just religious motions with no real fruit in people’s lives.  I refuse to go to such a church and I’m not here just to fulfill some religious obligation.  I’m here to see Jesus and to allow God to move freely in my life!  I’m here not to be seen and not to see one particular person, except Jesus Christ.  Therefore, let this be a church where the moving of the Spirit is always in order; let this be a church where the Apostolic model of salvation is established; let this be a church where receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is available and impressed as important!  You get what you preach, so I join with Peter and Paul and the original disciples by preaching the Holy Spirit!  

_______________________________________________________________________

You get what you preach!  Let me loose something else in our congregation:

I loose healing and miracles in this church.

Don’t bother trying to convince me that such things are no longer possible today – the Bible declares it to be so and my practical experience knows it to be so.  And when people try to give some cockamamie academic reason as to why they do not believe God does miracles, it always boils down to two things:  they do have not ever received the gift of the Holy Spirit and are trusting in man-made traditions of men that limit the moving of God’s Spirit, and they have thus never seen God do anything such miracle because they attend churches and movements where such things have not been loosed.  You get what you preach, and I think that they need to find another preacher to listen to – one who will preach the whole word of God.

The Bible declares that Jesus Christ is not diminished one bit in modern times.  Truly my favorite verse of the Bible is still true today:

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. ESV 

What Jesus Christ could do back then, He can do today!  If He could heal back then, then He heals today!  If He was a miracle worker back then, He certainly is a miracle worker today and forever!  And perhaps, we should take note of the next phrase of the next verse of that passage.  After stating, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” the next verse says:

Heb 13:9a  Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, ESV

Truly, any belief that Jesus Christ cannot do today what He did back then is a “strange and diverse teaching” that is leading you away from truth.  Jesus still is a way maker, a miracle worker, and a healer today!  The God who transformed men and women and worked in their life situations and who took broken situations and transformed them into vessels of honor, is still in business today and His power is not diminished one iota!  The problem is that some people don’t see Jesus working in their lives as He could because they are not hearing preaching that Jesus can do such things.  Let that change today!  I loose healing and miracles to you today – God is still in the business of the supernatural!

I could give you story after story of what I have seen God do and then my parents, who are here, could stand and give you probably a much longer list of such things.  God has healed me from migraine headaches, allergic hives, and numerous illnesses over the years.  He worked out a way for my college to be paid for by miraculous means, and I could go on and on and that’s not counting the many miracles that are unseen – things that God kept me from that I didn’t even know was coming.  We could feel this time with story after story after story after story – you came too late to tell us that God doesn’t work miracles.

But perhaps it would be good to note that some people don’t grasp the fact that there is a difference between a healing and a miracle.  A miracle can be the curing of a sickness but it doesn’t have to be.  A healing can be the resolving of something related to the body, but it could also be situations that are healed.  The difference is in relation to time – healings are gradual processes and miracles are instantaneous.  And sometimes we are believing God for the one and we get the other and we become convinced that God has failed.  That’s not true, it’s that sometimes God uses processes and gradual timing to fix certain things and with good reason – God will usually not use the miraculous when there is a natural process that could be used.  And if God did everything instantaneously we would forget it so fast that we would not give Him the glory that He deserves because we would diminish the magnitude of the miracle in our minds.  God is sovereign and can choose to do what He wants, but at the same time I loose healing and miracles in our church today.  I’m preaching to you that it is still true:

James 5:14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. ESV    

And certainly it is true:

1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. ESV

Peter is quoting the prophet Isaiah who said, “by his wounds you are healed” but because Calvary had already happened, Peter was able to say, “you have been healed.”  Your healing has already been provided for and is available in heaven today!  It’s just a matter of it being loosed on earth today.  It’s been provided for – Oh I loose it today!  God still does miracles and healings today!  Call out to Him in faith, come humbly asking for forgiveness of sins, and you will find that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever!

_______________________________________________________________________

Have you noticed a pattern with these things?  The Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh, but not all flesh has received it.  That’s because not all people have heard that they can receive it or, when they have heard it, they have not believe it.  It is the same with healing – the Bible declares that “by his wounds you have been healed.”  Your healing has already been provided but not all have received healing because either they have not heard that they could receive it, or when they have heard it they did not believe it.  The imagery and pattern is of God already having provided good things in heaven above, yet them being locked and bound by what men and women do on earth.  

I could bring to you many other things right here but I feel led to loose one other blessing that has already been provided by God Almighty to you but that some people do not receive because they do not know that it is so or they do not receive it with faith.  Just as sure as the Holy Spirit has already been given and is reserved for you and just as sure as your healing has been purchased and is ready for you to receive, so is it true that God Almighty has a different ending and a different life for each and every one who is here than what you have originally been headed.  He has a different plan and a different turn out to your life than you have first believed possible.  My final thought is:  

I loose the breaking of generational curses in this church.

By generational curses, I mean those sins and bondages that seem to be passed from generation to generation to generation.  I’m speaking of the lie that if your daddy was an alcoholic, you’ve got to die an alcoholic.  I’m speaking of the lie that says, what your forefathers battled, you’ve got to be enslaved to.  That once a druggie or once abusive or whatever, that you are always that way.  Not so, my friends, because in Jesus Christ you can become a new creature!  

For a quick example of generational curses, consider Abraham.  In a weak moment, he stopped living by faith for a short time and went to Egypt and there he half-lied about his wife.  She was his half-sister and so when he declared that she was his sister, it was only a half lie, but a lie nonetheless and it backfired on him greatly.  In his son, Isaac, we find the same pattern repeating itself – Isaac grew concerned when traveling through the land that someone would kill him for his beautiful wife so he also told them, “she is my sister.”  Only his wife as not in any way his sister and so what was a half-lie in his father’s life became a full lie in his life and he paid dearly for it.  In Isaac’s son, Jacob, we find what started out as a half-lie and then grew into a full lie, became an entire deceitful nature and character.  Jacob was in every way the deceiver – oh how generational curses always grow and grow to the destruction of later generations.  

But the story doesn’t end there – because Jacob the deceiver had an encounter with God Almighty that changed everything!  In one night, God got hold of him and transformed him from Jacob, the chief of deceivers, to Israel – a prince with God!  What it had taken sin three generations to create it only took God less than twelve hours to turn around!  And that God is still very much in control and available today!  That God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament that came to buy your salvation, your healing, and to be glorified so that the Holy Spirit could be poured out!  And He can still in one service and one encounter undo what generations of wrongdoing have created!  

You don’t have to be a repeat of what was handed to you by your birth!  You don’t have to be bound by what your past history says that you do.  Genealogical curses don’t have the last say – we serve a God who can break such things and who had a plan for you before you were ever born and His will can be how your life ends up!  We serve a God who breaks generational curses!  

_______________________________________________________________________

You get what you preach!  I have preached that the Holy Spirit is for us today!  I have preached that our God still does healings and miracles.  And I have declared to you the great truth that God can break instantly and completely generational curses.  Such are Biblical truths and I have loosed them and made them available to you today!  They are freely available for you!  But let us note that there is one other step to such things.  Because after the second time that Jesus taught the concept of his disciples binding and loosing, He immediately added this:

Matt 18:18-19 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. ESV

Such is where you are now:  I have loosed the blessings of God and have made available to you the baptism of the Holy Spirit, healing and miracles, and the breaking of generational curses, but now I need someone to agree with me.  For you to experience it in your life, you’ve got to agree with the preached word and let it be received in your life with faith.  You get what you preach, and now you can receive what has been preached.  Does anyone want to step out and receive it?  

